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On 2nd July 1940, the ship the Arandora Star was torpedoed off the north coast of
Ireland by a German U-boat. It had departed from Liverpool with over 1500 German,
Austrian and ltalian Internees and some Prisoners of War who were being deported

to Canada with British guards and crew. The ltalians were, by far, the most significant
proportion of lives lost. They had been interned as part of Churchill's order to "collar
the lot' in fear of the 'fifth column' after Italy had declared war upon Britain on 10th
June 1940.

The sinking of the SS Arandora Star is the most tragic event in the history of the
London ltalian community.

75 years later, the Arandora Star London Memorial Trust has created this exhibition,
in conjunction with a book, to commemorate, and to share with a wider audience, the
significance of these tragic events.

The Arandora Star London Memorial Trust was founded in 2010,
initially, to raise funds and coordinate the erection of a memorial to the 241 Londoh
Italians who perished.

This memorial can now be seen within St Peter's ltalian Church, Clerkenwell,
London.
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The Arandora Star Tragedy : 75 Years On - London’s ltalian
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£ The ltalian Cloister Garden &»

St Andrew’s Cathedral, Glasgow. designed by Giulia Chiarini

Rando Bertoia

The St Andrew's Cathedral Italian Cloister Garden was officially opened on Monday, 16 May 2011. This followed 18 months of work to create the dramatic
new space next to the Cathedral.

The garden has as its focal point a monument commemorating the Arandora Star tragedy, designed by Roman architect Giulia Chiarini. lts monumental
mirrored plinths with inscriptions from the Gospel and the Italian Poets, are set in a grass and slate landscape. The form attempts to recreate the traumatic
experience of the ship sinking; a place to try to ‘remember’ the event itself. In a deliberate attempt to recreate the despair of the victims on the sinking
ship, the positioning of the cuboids evoke claustrophobiaras one walks amongst them and the river’ and small fountain, allow the imagination of the
sound of water rushing through the decks as the ship sunk. A 200 year old olive tree, gifted by the people of Tuscany as a sign of peace and reconciliation
is planted at its centre and a fountain and stream traverse the central space, symbols of life and hope. Around the walls, marble plagues tell the story of
the Cathedral, of the Catholic revival in Scotland and of the Arandora Star tragedy.

The names of every one of the Scots-ltalians who drowned on the ship have been carved on the central plinth.

The splendid new facility is open from dawn to
and much-needed pastoral ri

has already become a favourite tourist spot for visitors in Glasgow. It will also serve as a versatile
for the thousands of people who frequent St Andrew's Cathedral each week.

At the opening, Archbishop Mario Conti was joined by First Minister Alex Salmond, the Lady Provost of Glasgow and Mr Rando Bertoia, who at 91 was the
last living survivor of the Arandora Star tragedy .

Giulia Chiarini, the architect from Rome who designed the garden and monument was also present together with representatives of the civic authorities in
the towns from which most Scots Italians come — Barga and Pistoia in Tuscany and Picinisco and Filignano in the Lazio region south of Rome.

— - Musicians from Milan were flown in to pWsical accompaniment to the events.

The iconic silver mier monument in the garden recalls all who died aboard the liner the Arandora Star, which was sunk while carrying mainly
Italian civilians who had been rounded up from their homes, shops and cafes as "enemy aliens” in 1940.
It is the largest monument to the disaster anywhere in the world. e
This was made possible through the hard work of:-
Cav Ronnie Convery, Cav Leandro Franchi, Giancarlo Romano, Alex Mosson, Mgr Chris McElroy and Most Rev Mario Conti, Archbishop of Glasgow

Inscriptions on the
Central Monument

...a noi prescrisse il fato
illacrimata sepoltura. (Foscolo)

| -
I ’1". ... for us fate has ordained a tomb
] i  where no-one will weep. (Foscolo)

-
Cosl tra questa immensita {
| nsier mio, e il naufragar
questo mare. (Leopardi)

... So engulfed am I in this
immensity, that shipwreck is a wel-
come thought. (Leopardi)

altrui non ho sper-

Lord, you know so well that my hope
lies in y Jone
(Petrar
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Arandora Star Memorials PN
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TRO 7" RAFFAELE
DELL . ANDORSTAR®
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Pier Head, Liverpool, UK (2008)

Sited here because it was where the Arandora Star departed on
1stuly 1940

The first physical
commemorations were
the 14 graves created by
the Scottish and Irish for
bodies they could identify
after they were washed
up on the shores.
Many regions across ltaly

. 53 and the UK have since
created memarials to
Museo Paolo recognise their locals who

Cresci, Lucca, Italy giodinthe teoedy

It replicates funnels of the Arandora Star

Metropolitan Catherdral of St David, Cardiff, UK (2010)
designed by Susanna Ciceatti and leuan Rees.
Cultural harmony is emphasisad by tha uss of ltalian Tairacotta and Walsh slate
Commisioned by the Arandora Star Memarial Fund in Wales.

Parco Montano,

Picinisco, Itawﬁgm)

Colonsayg@uter Vifiido Sagramati Formerly Casa d'ltalia,
headstone on Colonsay

Hebredes, UK (2004) (16 August 1940) Glasgow, UK (1975)
The inscription in Gaslic reads: 'l will hide nysslf Photo Alsn Davie Now in private callsction
undar tha shadawr of thy wing'

~ VIA ARANDORA STAR i
o |



< The London Memorials L
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The first ever memorial to victims of the Arandora Star was unveiled in the loggia of St. Peter's Italian Church,
Clerkenwell, London on 4th November 1960. This location was obviously chosen due to its importance in the
Italian community; as it was centre of old ‘Little Italy’.

The Original London Memorial
dedicated to all on the ship - unveiled 4th November 1960

A mock-up of the arch in the loggia was
recreated in the artist's studio. He creates the
bas-releif in clay prior to casting. (fop left)

The final casting is examined after cooling and
cleaning ftop centre)

The Consul General and committes at the
unveiling of the mematial {top right)
The memarial taday (feff)

The Inscription reads:
In Memoria dei Periti nell’ Affondamento
deil'Arandora Star
..... il Ricordo che e Vivo nel Cuore dei
Parenti, dei Superstiti e Colonia ltaliana

in Memory of those who Perished in the Sinking of
the Arandora Star
..... the Memory Lies in the Heart of the
Relatives,
the Survivors and the Italian Community

he New London Memorial

It was desighed by Petel pella haming the London ltalian victims inside St Peter's Church.

The hew memorial was unveiled on 2nd July 2012 by The Consul General of Italy, Uberto Vanni D’Archirafi following a Mass

attended by, among others, Frank Dobson MP The Mayor of Islington Jilani Chowdhury, Deputy Mayor of Camden Jonathon
Simpson, Councillor Sue Vincent and Commander Alan James of the Canadian High Commission.

The desire was to have all the names of the London Italians to celebrate and remember their lives. It was impossible to incorporate
all 445 UK [talian victims; with 241 London Italian victims, the memarial stands 2.3m high and 1.8m wide.

The design has the "EW columns, sandblasted through the back o! Me lalux glass, which has an acid etched face. This material was chosen as it
has a luminescence, it seems to glow, it is a material that works well in the varied light conditions in the corner of the church to the side of the organ loft

-

After variolis proposals, the third desigh was submitted to the Diocese of Westminster Histaric Churches Committes. It was desighed with Metalux glass and

arusted, torn corten steel frame, but it was decidad unfitting to a Grade II* Listed Church by the planning autherity. The corten steel frame was removed and
a black gloss glass frame added, which after neary 18 months of work, was approved

The mack up of the corten steel
frame interaction with the glass. ffeff)
The finished Memorial. {far feft)

It is fitting the names are between
two black waves. The torn rusted
steel symbolises the ship ripped
apart by the torpedo, the glowing
reflective glass with the names
signifies the souls of the victims
shining in the glory of God in heaven.

1.
o Arandora Star o

alla memoia delle vittime di Londra - 2 Luglio 1840

o
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The unveiling Ceremaony after the Mass
Padre Carmelo with Padre Vico Blesses the Memorial
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oo Victims and Survivors s
Families Touched by Tragedy
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s Newspaper Articles s

From 1960 to Today
s e e

Extract from The Guardian 2 July 1990
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< Internment in the UK s
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Warth Mills Internment Camp, Bury, UK.

Warth Mills in Bury, Lancashire was a derelict catton mill, the only
light came through a glass roof, that had broken and missing panes
with rain coming through, the lavatories were filthy, thers were only a
few cold water taps for 500 men. The men slept on wooden boards
covered only by two or three blankets, the place was running alive
with rats.

Monsieur R.A.Haccins, delegate to Britain of the Geneva based
International Committee of the Red Cross visited Warth Mills and
reported the dilapidated conditions. He had befare described, and

alsa criticized the inadequate sick bay with anly 30 beds for 230

internees whao required special treatment.
The camps at Isle of Man and Huyton were luxury in comparison

Letter sent from Pistro Bertoncini
from Warth Mills Internment Camp, Bury

Huyton eamp Liverpoof

Converled boarding houses formed the camps on the Isle of Man

=
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Internment Abroad &
e

Transcript from the Diary of Peter Beschizza
From 10 June 1940 to 17 August 1940
‘Written on Toilet Paper in Tatura Internment Camp

Page 1
June 10 1840
Mussolini declared war on Enland at 3pim when he
de 3 broadcast,
June 13

| was arrssted at 12,15 pm and taken ts Chelsea police.
station. Later, | was taken to Stewarts Grove and ot
‘ahaut five; we departed by caach far Kemptan Park Raze
e S e

left Kenpton Park at 9 pm T or Bury Lonwoshis

£ P T
intornmiznt camp further avay. The food is pretly good
and with 3 bit af wiark far oUr awn benafi the tims s
passed away.
une 30
LsftBury t 3 pm for Liverpool dacks whers we
et o Ao S 15504 tone, B o
<

]
un i Buserlian i by Kot Conoolly

o ik
Tirs Iptemees disembatk the Dunsta in Sydnsy = The liner sets sail very early in the matning. The sea is
pretty smvouth untl after lunch when the ship starts to ol
. - making me fes! very sick
Internment in Canada e ey M i e Y
o

The first ship to transport intemess was the Duchess of York, which arrived safely to 2o ‘“P':'g"f”‘“““ Jacket.

Canada. The Ettrick also arrived safely in Quebec after ten days and the 400 talians ware Ly 2
interned at St Helen Island Camp. Many of thess internees stayed until 1943. Canada had 1 awoke at about 3 velack and lay awiake in my hed, at
been told to expect ‘The most dangerous characters’. Expecting sples and saboteurs, the  about 5.20 am thers was & orash which threw me n a sit-

ling posilian. A larpeds fram 5 Gaman Submarine had
struck the engine raom. Geting up, | pUt an my jackst
© andmincaatand over that | put my ffe jocket and then
In total Canada had 8350 German and Austrians and 400 ltalians . made myway 1o the tp deck where tiere were a lot of

A poaple (gathored?) there walting for the boats to be kow-
=3 ered_ | decided niatto get among the crovd so | walked

Internment in Australia = down o e o dek where | ehi o same 3z

limhing Up 10 [he lop dack again | saw ane af Lhe I

deportess wers met with a heavy guard.

The Dunera was a converted traopship that set sail at double its capacity on 10th July 1940, ¥ et g RS WA T T RS
3000 Germans and Austrians and 200 ltalians, many of whom were survivors of the some started to climb down ropss and sa into the boat.
Arandora Star. For many the two month jourmey became a nightmare. Conditions aboard Gre tope anly reached half way ta the boat and one man
were bad and deteriorated as the journey continued. Deportees were subject 1o repeated uesd el g Leiaepiblinilinret
smashing dovn on tha
beatings, threats, searches and robbery. Rando Bertoia confirms that the soldiers aboard the 3 s
unera were much worse than thoss he had already expsrienced on the Arandora Star. - ermwder bant smashing his head an the side with a thid
_ which | heard from thetap desk. The deck was faify.
They arrived in Melboume and were taken to the Tatura Camp in Victoria : ez el o st oo ke piling
Realising the internees wers relatively harmless, many guards were on frisndly terms with i Bl LU
g the G ely > v gl Bl i . still persons sliding down the ropss and soms after
them. In the camp, internees were able to pursue classes and hobbies. a 5 (i e G A O g
saw one stil holding the rope, his head under ths water,
Daspits heing allowed relaase, the majority of intsmees stayed untillsfter the end of World eI Wi
y oy fo " journss 5 i wiay from that sight which nearty made m sick, | want
War Two. They feared the perilous joumey and risk of torpedo attack. 900 stayed and built e e e
new lives in Australia. ‘2w the water entering the parthales, and | decldad it
was about tine | et the ship. Thers was a rops ladder
In total 7350 men had been deported overseas and 19.000 had been interned in the UK. (Tair. dangling over the side ry which | climbed davm inla

the water, swimming 3 litl | grasped a pisce of waad
and started ta swim again with the intention of getting

P
s farfrom tho ship as possiblo. Tuming round and look-
ing back, | saw the ship the water washing the decks at
the back, thers wers two guns ane above the ather.
Then the next momant the whale star disappeared and
tien the whole ship started ta slide down beneath the
523, with a sort o hissing noise. As the ship vent down
bows last | cauld sea the decks st crawded ith pesple.
Being very nsar the ship | started to swim desperatsly in
cas2 there was any suclian, hut there must have heen
very it suction or else | would have felt it | rasted and
I6kec! back and saw 2 waue laden vith viaod s, il
drunis and a lat of ather stU. | gat hold af ta (square
sacking afeir, what was inside ther | dont knaw but they
Nlaated and that was allthat matiered. Some sort of raft

age
— floated alang with three persans an, it looked like the sida
of one of the shads. | clambered onlo i and lay davn U=
terly exhausted. |was very sick having swalloved oll and
sea vater but afer some fime | flt much better. | sat up
 and looked around. thorc was rubbish floating about and
e 01l see tha basts averloadad with sur-
Vivors. Somsbody floated by and shouted that help
‘would came in about four hours. | hen laoked al ur et
and saw four more survivors had climbed an niaking

Motavn « AR

| ) Galliyuaan '\é’ e S sightin total. There was five alions, twa Germans aid
o unw IThimh e Bfish o of e croer. Lo o8 5 Ty 3 T, and
i o aftcr some time he started to moan and mumble, then he
o vzin ol Siaosi B
The internees in the camps in Austalia were phatographed in groups of 10 53 a the help of one of the Germans managed to drag him
Imeans of ragistration, this group - no. 168 hack. | hald his hear abve water

Page §
a8 the raft was wall below the water but it was 10 use as.
he diad a few minutes later fram what cause | da nat
know. Laying ths body down | went back ta my original
pasition an the raft, and sat thers thinking. | wanted ta
Slose my £yes and sleep but one of the chaps tald me
nal 13 skeep. and | decided o follow his sxample. And s
we sat there sitling or Siruggling with the water nearly ta
our waist, viaiting. and thinking how long it would be
befara help =ame. It must hava gane midday when in the

tance we sighted a speck. which as t got nearsr and
hearer we made It aut ta be a shrt Sundeand flying
Buat. This shesrsd us Up and we started ta wavs toit. It
flew: over us very low, and started to circle round and
raund. Same say t dropped a message telling that help
wias very near, it dropped a botlc of somic sort to us but
qat carried away as we ware unable ta manoeuvre

ourraft 13 gatil. Anyway Lhe plane kepl an cirsing and
e W tirion 130 A el e £ . s of e
crew waing from the side, the qun turrets and eight
bambs slung on racks Lndereath the wings. Later on a
destroyer camc along H.M.C.S ST. LAURENT which
picked Up all th survivors. OUFturn came about half
past four when a motar boat came along and picked us
up. The dead mans lifebell was cul im him and vias lef
to driftar sink. They cut aur belts from us and threw
them in the ss0. On the destroya the sailors were very.
gaad they gave up all their spare clathes faad and ciga-
rsttes and a drop of rum which was a welcoms drink after
being In the water nine hours?. | trisd to maks mysal
Somfortabls in a gun turrst

ge
e waited on ths destroyer until 2. The Soldlers and the
cre wiore taken off. Then cams the germans and last of
2l the falians. In each case the soldiars, the craw of the
. Amandora, the Germans and the ltalians gave a resound-

 ingcheertothe craw af the destrayer. BUt the Itallans.

. suffersd the 1958 of four mors men for they disd o ths

destroyer. e were then taksn 10 a building whers wie
were given faad. The pasple raund abalt hought chaca-
Iat fruit and cigarttos which thoy slipped n through the

* windows. Later a callection was mads in which they

gavs clothes to dloths us.
i

uly 4
& clathed with soldiers clothes,
47}

o the top decks.
e tables
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> The Rescue by HMCS St Laurent &

T B B e VAT AN DI TISIoh 53 CORMGN of ARA CHEDS - C208.

After the torpedo struck, the Arandora
Star sent an SOS message which was
picked up by the Wireless Telegraph
Station at Malin Head, Co. Donegal,
r Ireland. A Sunderland Flying Boat was
sent as the first response to guide the
rescue ships to the disaster. The men
were in the water clinging on to whatever
would float. As the plane flew past, one
Italian said to the crewman holding on to
the same piece of driftwood

“they haven’t seen us”,

the crewman replied

“yes they have - he’s tipped his
wings.”

The plane stayed with the survivors and
dropped supplies.

gl - ¥ | - .
' photo 123705l Cei] Wi K3 PEFISSIAN 203 AN Of A2 CHBPE - Cans:

The Canadian Destroyer, HMCS St Laurent sased itself
into the centre of the survivors mindful of the men in the
water. It sent out small boats to pick up more individuals.
The men whao survived by clinging to driftwood were
covered in the heavy ail leached from the Arandora
Star’s tanks; onb'the survivors were hosed down by
the sailors of the St Laurent with firemen’s hoses.

0 pholl Sptedicad Wi ki e oa S bt of AV Wl - S0
The survivors at Greenack that did not nesd hospitalisation.

Some just had a blanket to wrap around themseives, other
are shoeless

The HMCS St Laurent stayed in
deadly waters, at risk of itself being
torpedoed, to rescue the survivors
and return them to Greenack in the
Clyde Estuary, Scotland.

The Canadian Commander, Harry
DeWolf, and the crew were not to
know that the U-Boat, U-47 had
fired its last torpedo.

reenock via Liverpool, the able bodied
survivors were then deported on the S Dunera to
Australia.

The ones that needed hospitalisation were later
inter e Isle of Man.




Y Timeline i
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3rd September 1939
Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain announced that Britain was at war with Germany. Italy’s President,
Benito Mussolini desperately tried to intervene with Filhrer Adolf Hitler to forestall the war.

10th June 1940
Italy entered the war on the side of Germany, the cabinet minutes at the time record the order from the
new Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, “Collar The Lot”. That evening there were anti-italian riots.
Hooligans and opportunists damaged and looted Italian businesses across the UK.

11th June 1940
By early morning many Italian men had been arrested. They were taken to a local police station and kept
for a few days before being transferred to various camps around the UK. One camp was Warth Mills in
Bury, Lancashire, which held most, if not all, at one time, the men to board the Arandora Star.

20th June 1940
The Duchess of York sailed with 2600 Germans and Austrians safely to Canada.

30th June 1940
A group of internees from various camps were sent to Liverpool docks and were boarded on to the
Arandora Star. The Arandora Star had been a cruise liner of the Blue Star Line, and was designed to camry
500 passengers.

1st July 1940
The Arandora Star set sail from Liverpool bound for Canada, with an estimated 1678 men on board,
internees, crew, and guards, 734 were Italians. The ship had been painted grey, did not have a Red Cross
to signify it was carrying civilians, and the life boats had been secured behind heavy wire mesh.
Alastair McLean in his book [The Lonely Star] claimed that obstructing access to the lifeboats was ordered
in spite of the protest by the Ma*ﬂq’n Moulton, who claimed that it rendered the ship a death trap.

2nd July 1940
At apprOX|mater 7am the SS Arandora Star was torpedoed off the North West coast of Ireland.
800 men lost their lives, 446 being Italians, 241 being from the London community. The
survivors remained in the water for several hours before being rescued by the Canadian
Destroyer HMCS St Laurent and wers taken to Greenock, Scotland.
e STd July 1940 -
In Greenock, the injured were taken to hospital; others were taken to a nearmy?warehouse and stayed for
the next two days before they were taken to Arrow Park army camp in Birkenhead.

w - 10th July 1940
i ,,'[he able bodied were transferred to leerpool then onto the ship 8S Dunera and bound for
Australia.

: July - August 1940
- After some timg, for about 2 months, bodies from the SS Arandora Star were being washed up along the
north coast of Ireland and west coast of Scotland a stretch of coast of about 400 miles from South Uist,

« e

tar tragedy becomes more widespread, government
 policy was e



< The Arandora Star

From Luxury Liner to Warship

The Arandora Star in Southamptan testing experimental
anti-torpeda netting, which was abandoned

The decks of the Arandora Star jammed with refugees ‘Kazik' safely being transferred to Liverpool
Taken from 'The Wartime Joumey of Kazimierz Chomacki’ Taken from ‘The Wartime Journey of Kazimierz Chomacki”
hitp.dimehpro.ropublika htm ; ) bl han

In 1939 the Arandora Star was ioned by the British Government and converted to a troop
carrier. It was painted gre gun placements added. It was initially used to recover the
retreating troops from the invading German army from Narvik, Norway.

Its penultimate journey was to collect the fleeing Polish Army and refugees, who were trapped by
the Germans, from St. Jean de Luz, South West France on 24th June 1940.

This was carried out under destroyer escort.

It arrived in Liverpool in the morning of 29th June 1940.
The ship was then prepared to take the Italiaﬁerman and Austrian internees by installing
barbed wire to the decks.

It sailed from Liverpool on 1st July 1940 bound for Canada with the internees. On the 2nd the
torpedo struck the Arandora Star on the starboard side, abaft of the funnel, in the after end of the
engine room at 6.57 and sank at 8.02. One hour five minutes after the explosion, it sank.
The consequences of having a troop carrier transport civilians is clear:

Extract from Captain’s Log of U-Boat U-47
The first officer reported sighting a liner by periscope to the captain who logged that no action was to be taken. Shortly after, a second log entry

reported fficer having seen a gun emplacement on the ship; the captain went to the periscope and confirmed this.
The gun made the Stara iti} target, and pi to attack.
Captain F.%n Umeﬂfreter to the Lifeboat no.7 was destroyed in the explosion, no.5 was lost in
Italians on board) suggests, is official account, that the ship lowering....
was overload was no naval escort, insufficient
b N ~ The whole of our 12 boats only had the capacity for 750, but with the
drill had been . e

'I_' lifeboats for n board, no b ] il rafts | think that there might have heen enough room for everybody
given, the army escorts were not comfortable at sea and some ang on. it was impossible to have saved any more. There was

of the ew- been from the navy. 1no more room in the boats and the three big rafts were filled up and
» . the small floats were practically useless.
1 1at the Captain (Moulton) or Major Bethell (Offi . (SGD) F Brown Chlef Officer
Comanding, Tank Corps), or both .... had flatly refused to take on
board another 500 PoWs, that the crew were W
= that morning and that we were sailing wi 3
I puton a coat a
crew and &'a}ﬁ_ were
error as t
y s

el mbers of the

Gapt R Roertzon Y

These actions clearly show the inexperience of the guards and
. escorts.



e The Arandora Star

Luxury Liner

Enrico Lorenzato was a waiter on SS Arandora
Star. These photographs were taken in
1929-30.

by kind permission of Kay Lorenzato

Enrico came to UK about 1920 and started his carser on Cross-Allantic Liners graduating from the

kitchen as chef for ltalians to becoming a head waiter. In the 1920s he did a raund the world trip on

the Berengaria, two ot three trips on the Arandora Star, a spell in Trinidad as well as warking at the

Savoy Hotel in London. When the Andes was converted to a cruise liner he took up the post as Maitre 3

d'Hotel. After another spell working at the Savoy he returned to Trinidad for a few years, once again R oo lorneat)
returning to the Savay.

During World War Il he was interned on the Isle of Man but released to essential war wark in

Accrington. He was not on the ship that fataful day but lost many frisnds from Fubine, Italy .




i The Arandora Star di

Luxury Liner

She was launched initially as the *S.S. Arandara’ on 4th January | 1
1927 as an ocean liner and refrigerated cargo ship. "\

g

Owned by the Blue Star Line, she was built by Cammell Laird of
Birkenhead. She was designed as one of five new liners for the I‘

London to Rio de Janeiro ta Buenos Aires route. The Arandora,
along with the Almeda, Andalucia, Avelona and Avila became
known as the ‘Luxury Five'.

When originally built she was 12,847 tons, 512.2 feet (156.1 m) |
long, had a beam of 68.3 feet (20.8 m) and accommodated 164 |
first class passengers. She had a speed of 16 knots {30 km/h).
Due to her colour scheme of a white hull with scarlet ribbon, the |
Arandora Star was often referred to as ‘The Wedding Cake’ or

the ‘Chocolate Box'. | |

TOuP DL wacEmT] BELER

In 1929, it was decided she would undergo a major refit in order | : Vied
to reduce her cargo space and become a dedicated cruise ship. e b 2
She was sent to Fairfield Shipbuilding and Engineering
Company Limited of Glasgow for this refitting. |
In the refit, her gross tonnage was increased to 14,694 and first
class accommodation was increased to 354 passengers. ‘

Renavations included private bathrooms, a tennis court, a
children’s playroom, a gymhasium and a ballroom. She also
became the first luxury liner to have an outdoor swimming pool

installed. |
Upon completion, she returned to service as a full-time luxury .l P P ——
cruise ship, renamed Arandora Star. The ‘Star’ was added in | — SRR AR RSN

order to stop confusion with Royal Mail Ships which typically
bore hames beginning and ending in 'A’,

As a cruise ship Arandora Star was based mainly in
Southampton. She voyaged to many different destinations
including Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, Panama, Cuba and 4
Florida. Her regular yearly itinerary was a Caribbean tour in

winter, a tour of Scandinavia and the Baltic in the summer and a
tour of the Mediterranean in the autumn or spring.

Wodel of the Arandora Star
Provided by Noma Di Giusepps and Faniily
Daughter of Garlo Ravatto
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